
IOM Turkey Featured in The Guardian
The Guardian Cities section featured the work of IOM Turkey’s refugee response program and the 
contributions it is making towards the integration of migrants and refugees in southeastern Turkey in 
the article “How a Small Turkish City Successfully Absorbed Half a Million Migrants”.
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The IOM Community Stabilization team 
and Kumlu Municipality completed the 

rehabilitation of Metin Yayan Park in Hatay.

Rehabilitation of Childcare Centre in 
Hatay completed by IOM Community 

Stabilization team.

IOM’s Entrepreneurship Project took place 
in Adana. After 20 days of training, 14 team 
member of host and migrant entrepreneurs 
presented their business idea in front of the 
jury selected from IOM, Kudra and Adana 

Metropolitan Municipality.

The PLURAL+ Youth Video 
Festival 2019 was Promoted All 
Around Turkey!

The United Nations Alliance of Civilizations 
(UNAOC) and IOM invited young people 

Safe and Secure Approaches in 
Field Environments

Since April 2017, IOM in collaboration 
with UNDSS, has been carrying 
out Safe and Secure Approaches in 
Field Environments (SSAFE) Training 
in Gaziantep. The OCHA-funded 
programme provides essential security 
and safety awareness training to all UN 
and associated personnel operating 
in areas of high risk. A total of 689 
humanitarian staff took part in the 
trainings to date. During 2019-2020, 
new improvements included training in 
Turkish language, using more practical 
scenarios, negotiations with the Turkish 
Gendarmerie for their selected Units to 
participate in SSAFE training.

Community-Led Iftar Dinners 
Bring Solidarity, Unity, 
Inclusiveness to Neighbourhoods 
in Turkey

For the past three years, IOM has 
partnered with municipalities and a 
host of other government and NGO 
institutions to bring community dinners 
to diverse neighborhoods with high 
populations of refugees and migrants 
across the country. “These dinners are 
an opportunity to support Turkey’s 
commendable integration efforts – to 

IOM Director General 
Vitorino Meets Turkish 
Minister of Family, Labour 
& Social Services

Mr. Ahmet Erdem, Deputy Minister 
of Turkish Family Labour & Social 
Services, met with IOM Director 
General Antonio Vitorino in Geneva, 
Switzerland to discuss collaboration 
on migration management in Turkey. 
The visit was supported by the 
United Kingdom Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office.

As the world’s largest migrant and 
refugee-hosting country, Turkey 
hosts over 4 million migrants, seeking 
a different life from the instability, 
uncertainty and poverty they have 
left behind. Many struggle to integrate 
due to legal, financial, and language 
barriers, or lack of support. There 
comes a time when they realise they 
cannot continue to stay in Turkey and 
that going home is the best option. 

On April 16th IOM Turkey and the EU 
Delegation in partnership with The 
Government of Turkey, launched a 
new phase of a project that provides 
assistance to migrants living in Turkey 
who opt to return to their country 
of origin. The “Assisted Voluntary 
Return and Reintegration (AVRR) of 
Irregular Migrants in Turkey” project 
helps migrants get home and settled 
in a safe and dignified way.

Over 80,000 People Affected by Recent Floods in Northern Syria, 
IOM Partners Continue to Provide Relief

Heavy rainfall in northwest Syria has 
caused severe flash flooding in northwest 
Syria affecting more than 80,000 people, 
according to data collected by the United 
Nations in mid-January. The flooding 
occurred in Idleb and Aleppo provinces 
where a high proportion of displaced 
people live in camps and displacement 
sites.Over the past month, IOM’s 
partner organizations have responded 
to this destruction by providing 21,161 
emergency support items and services in 18 internally displaced person sites. Partners 
have provided new replacement tents and insulated damaged tents. Groups have 
provided personal hygiene items and supplies to affected communities.

IOM & Turkey’s Migration 
Directorate – 6 Years 
Working Together Against 
Human Trafficking

Human traff icking, and related 
phenomena, are among the top 
issues IOM is working on with 
Turkey’s Directorate General for 
Migration Management (DGMM), 
established six years ago Thursday 
(11/04). For the anniversary, experts 
from across Turkey gathered in the 
southern city of Antalya for seminars 
on how to more effectively identify 
victims of trafficking and assist them 
in line with international anti-human 
trafficking protocols and procedures. 
These sessions were supported 
by IOM and the governments of 
Norway and Sweden. 

23/04/2019 marked Children’s Day in 
Turkey, a national holiday celebrated 
widely throughout the country. 
Off icially recognized as “National 
Sovereignty and Children’s Day”, April 
23rd also marks the day the National 
Assembly of Turkey was founded in 
1920.  IOM Turkey recognized the 

day with a special series of events 
across the country in the provinces 
of Hatay, Şanliurfa, Gaziantep, and 
Izmir. IOM Mobile Psychosocial 
Support teams organized activities 
with local partners, bringing together 
Turkish and Syrian refugee children 
and families.

Comedy Troupe Brings Laughter and Joy to Syrian Refugee 
Youth on Children’s Day in Turkey

IOM and the European Union Helping Thousands of 
Vulnerable Migrants to Get Home from Turkey

JANUARY – JUNE 2019

around the world to submit original and 
creative videos focusing on the pressing 
social issues of migration, diversity, social 
inclusion, and the prevention of xenophobia. 
As Turkey is a country heavily affected by 
migration issues, IOM Turkey took the lead 
to spread the message to youth around the 
country. Compared to last year the festival 
received 20 times more subscriptions 
from Turkey and 11 videos qualified for the 
festival’s pre-selection phase.

give all people a seat at the table 
no matter their background,” said 
Mazen Aboul Hosn, IOM Turkey’s 
Emergency Coordinator, speaking 
at the dinner in Karabağlar District, 
Izmir Province.
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Like many hopeful new graduates 
around the world, Dara wanted to 
take a leap of faith. In 2013, after 
earning her bachelor’s degree in 
interior design, she decided to move 
to a new city in search of adventure 
and opportunity. Originally from 
Homs, a city in western Syria, Dara 
packed her belongings and headed 
to Damascus on her own to start 
her career. 

In 2017, she was part of a team 
that was accepted into an 
entrepreneurship training grant 
programme, supported by the 

International Organization for 
Migration (IOM), at Inno Campus. 
The mobile campus, hosted by 
Gaziantep University, comprises of 
a workshop, class room, meeting 
room and fab lab. The two-and-a-
half-month course at Inno Campus 
has already trained 67 young 
entrepreneurs like her in three 
Turkish cities — Gaziantep, İzmir 
Şanlıurfa. Trainees learned valuable 
skills in design thinking, marketing, 
fundraising and other business 
essentials.

Corner of the Universe: Dara’s Story

Meet Ayla from Aleppo, Syria. Four years ago she 
came to Adana, Turkey and started a new life with her 
family. Like many migrant students Ayla also deprived 
education until IOM School Transportation project 
started. She now is attending classes every day.

A teenager from Syria, with special needs, enjoying a group activity –one of the many activities provided by IOM’s 
Mobile Psychosocial Support team– at İNSAN Community Centre’s court in Şanlıurfa. © IOM April 2019/Emrah Özesen 

Musicians from Turkey, Syria, Iraq, Greece, Serbia, Netherlands, 
Switzerland,Italy, and Germany performed on World Refugee 
Day for host and migrant communities.

Sharing the stage with Görkem Yeltan, Altan Erkekli plays 
the bad guy for the first time for a TV ad to raise awareness 
on human trafficking.

When you come across a border with nothing, a safe and 
warm place makes all the difference to help start again. 
Check out what IOM Turkey’s shelter rehabilitation team 
have been up to…

IOM TURKEY’S PROGRAMMES ARE MADE POSSIBLE BY

ADDRESS
Birlik Mahallesi, Şehit Kurbani Akboğa Sokak No:24 
Çankaya/Ankara – 06550 

EMAIL 
mediaiomturkey@iom.int

TELEPHONE
+90 (312) 454 3000

WEBSITE 
turkey.iom.int

FOLLOW US: /IOMTurkey @IOMTurkey
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EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT 
GHINA ALKAWI

I am very happy that there is a 
bus taking me from home [to 
school], so my mom doesn’t feel 
scared anymore.

“

COUNTRY OFFICE 
TURKEY

“I was born in Damascus, Syria in 1990. I studied Interior 
Design at the International University for Science and 
Technology in Syria. When the conflict began, I applied 
for scholarships abroad and was accepted onto a Turkish 
scholarship scheme in 2013. Alongside my studies in 
Computer Aided Art at the University of Mimar Sinan 
Fine Arts, I also worked as an IOM interpreter for the 
cultural orientation sessions they were running in the city 
for migrants.”
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